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Gibraltar Celebrates International Day of Persons with Disabilities 

Monday the 3rd December marks the United Nations International Day of Persons 

with Disabilities. 

The day aims to promote an understanding of disability issues and to mobilise 

support for the dignity, rights and well-being of persons with disabilities.  It also 

seeks to increase an awareness of gains to be derived from the inclusion of persons 

with disabilities in every aspect of life. 

Each year the United Nations announces a theme for International Day of People 

with Disability. This year’s theme is: “Removing barriers to create an inclusive 

and accessible society for all“. Barriers can include those relating to the physical 

environment or to information and communications technology (ICT), or those 

resulting from legislation or policy, or from societal attitudes or discrimination. 

HM Government of Gibraltar is commemorating this day in different ways: 

The Care Agency is facilitating a stand outside the Cathedral of St Mary the 

Crowned from 2.30 pm to 6.30 pm where the various disability groups in Gibraltar 

can come together under one umbrella and jointly raise awareness of issues that 

affect people with disabilities.  

On the 3rd December and throughout the week, the Department of Education will 

take the opportunity for schools to focus on issues associated with disability. This will 

be achieved in a variety of ways ranging from Assemblies, to Personal Social and 

Health Education and Citizenship (PSHE&C) lessons. In collaboration with the GHA, 
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the Hebrew School is devoting the school day in a practical and interactive way to 

looking at some of the barriers and difficulties that people with disabilities face in 

their everyday lives. A small number of pupils from St. Anne’s and Westside will 

spend the morning at St. Martin’s Special School, working alongside their pupils 

working on a Christmas theme. They will also be watching the pupils perform their 

school play.  

In the past Disability Awareness has been highlighted in schools, largely through 

PSHE&C lessons and Assemblies at different times of the year. This December 3rd 

is the start of an annual focus by schools on Disability issues, with the aim next year 

of all schools devoting time to Disability on this day. 

 

Samantha Sacramento, Minister for Equality and Social Services will be supporting 

the event. Commenting on the day, she stated, “Already, during our first year in 

office we have made very significant improvements, many of which have been made 

following consultation with various groups.  It is important for us to work in 

partnership with relevant bodies.  This Government takes disabilities very seriously 

and feels strongly that not enough was done by the previous administration. We 

have a robust agenda in this regard; it is the first time that a Government Minister is 

specifically responsible for equality and, in fact, a whole page in our manifesto is 

dedicated to improving the support given to people with disabilities”. 

 

  

    


